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Rain, Rain, and More Rain at ACS!
Annual July Sub-Gauge Event Draws Crowd!

Abilene Clay Sports Selected as Home
to the Leadman Challenge!

Abilene Clay Sports is proud to announce that we have been selected as
the new home for the Leadman Challenge! The Leadman is now in it's
thirteenth year as one of West Texas’ most popular clay target
tournaments, determining the areas best all-around clay target shooter.
The event features skeet, trap, 5-stand, and sporting disciplines. The
tournament began in1994 as a concept of Mike McAlpine, one of the
nations most noted instructors and clay target shooting authorities as an
attempt to bring all of the clay target sports together into one skill testing
event. Previously held at the San Angelo Claybird Association, the event
) has had a loyal following for many years. The date for the Leadman
Ron Batts was the winner of the . th
ACS July 4" Members Day Challeng_e will be November 1? . Are you the.best (_)verall clay target
S N I R e el shooter in West Texas? Here is your opportunity to find out! Look for
See page 2 for more photos. more details here in ACSNews next month.

ACS Firecracker 300 Draws 64

The Abilene Clay Sports Firecracker 300 NSCA sporting event
originally scheduled for Jun 31 and July 1, but reschedule due to heavy
rains was finally held on July 14 and 15. Picture perfect weather
greeted the 64 participants over both days that enjoyed a great sub-
gauge course on Saturday, and the 12 gauge event on Sunday. The
main event was won by Steve Payne with a blazing score of 95. Lunch
on both days was catered by Betty Roses’ Little Brisket. See page 3
for more photos of the weekend’'s event, as well as all of the sub-
gauge winners.

The Firecracker 300

Registered Sporting Event

Main Event Scores

Master: Chris Smith

AA: Class: Buddy Geib -
A Class: Reid Kyker |l,ln
B Class: Steve Payne

C Class: Jimmy Jarman
D Class: Allen Perry

E Class: Jackie Trent

H Class: Jeff Swaydan

Barret Clark was just one of
the many shooters that took
part in the annual ACS
Firecracker 300 on July 14"
and 15" The event,
reschedule due to heavy rains
featured sub-gauge as well as
12 gauge events, and remains
one of ACS’s most popular
events.

See www.shootererspagetx.com for all scores



d L +° _~ Abilene Clay Sports members celebrated July 4™ with a day of sporting clays, trap and an
S0V éf informal helice tourney with Ron Batts taking the top helice score of the day. Susan Newberry
. % == brought two of newest pieces of her bakery art, a giant cookie that replicated a pizza, and cake
a //, §’W cleverly configured to appear as ice cream cones, all delicious of course. Shown at top are
N Mark Cooper, Don Dunn, Robert Tennison, and Terry Bailey. At bottom are members enjoying

the trap doubles, and members enjoying the fellowship.

Houston is New
. -3 Home for Abilene’s

A | Frank Sanchez!

He’s coming your way Houston
shooters and he plans to win!

Houston shooters be warned. One of West Texas
most talented shooters in headed your way, for good!
Frank Sanchez, past President of ACS is re-locating to
Houston to seek new career opportunities. Sanchez
served as President of ACS for many years, holding
the distinction of most likely winning more club titles
that anyone in the club’s history. Frank and his wife
Mary Ellen have made substantial contributions to ACS
through the years and much of what we have today
can be attributed to Frank’s dedication to the sport and
our facility. Frank and Mary Ellen have two boys
Vincent and Anthony. A come and %o reception in their
honor will be held on August 4" from 7-9 at the
clubhouse. Stop by and say “so long” to a great
shooter. We will miss you! 2

Don and Patli Dunn took the honors at the State

i i i i
Complex in July. Don was the top shooter jnthe D
class doubles event and Patly tied for High Lady in
the handicap event. Congratilations 1o the Dunn's
for a ob well done and representing Abilene tlay
Spoits!




Abilene Clay Sports Firecracker 300, July 14"

15" 2007

20 Gauge
Master:

28 Gauge

Master: Randy Brewer
John Davis
Steve Ellinger

410 Gauge Preliminary

Master: Randy Brewer  Master: Frank Sanchez
: Doug Kreitler AA: John Davis

Steve Ellinger  A: John Taylor

Randy Brewer
John Davis
John Taylor
Tom Booth

Robert Tennison
John Clark
Jackie Trent

AA AA
A: A:
B: Richard Greenawalt B:
C: C:
D D
= =
H H

Clay Mote

Robert Tennison
Mark Cooper
Jackie Trent
Clay Mote

AA
A:
Ron Batts B:
C.
D)
E
H

Rodney Young
Jimmy Jarman
Bubba Barnett
Jackie Trent
Clay Mote

B
C:
D:
E:
H

Brad Johnson
Bubba Barnett

Jeff Swaydan




ACS Profiles Mr. Mike Short

Undoubtedly, of all the members that have appeared in this publication,
Mike Short must have one of the most unusual and interesting jobs on the
planet, but more about that in a minute. Grand Island, Nebraska is the
1957 birthplace of Mike, where he grew up working on the family farm
learning to work cattle. After graduation from high school in 1975, Mike
continued to work at a cattle ranch overseeing 5000 head of cattle, and
working the cow/calf operations. After a few years of that, Mike decided
that he wanted to move to other areas of work, and sold New Holland farm
equipment for a while. That job ended however due to a slow economy
and soon Mike was off to other things such as truck driving and wheat
harvesting. Mike soon realized that he wanted a change of scenery and
decided to move to California to make a radical change in direction for his
career. His skills as a welder that he learned on the farm led him to reply
to a want ad at a company called “Dynamation”
Dynamation was a California

company that created robotic dinosaurs and other animals for museums.

Mike worked his way up the company,
becoming a supervisor and then the tech support area traveling to ' ELLE
museums around the country and abroad to set up exhibits. Mike soon moved back to Nebraska to open a
satellite operation of the company. In 2000, Mike moved to another similar company called “Wonderworks”
whose owner just happens to live here in Abilene, and in November Of 2005, Mike relocated to the Abilene to
work for that company. Museums from across the United States send big dinosaurs and other creatures right
here to Abilene for service and repair of the compressed air and electrical systems.

With his wife Sally and two children
Andi, and Heather, they moved came
to Abilene. Within the first few hours,
Mike was looking for a place to shoot
trap. Andi, had developed a love of
trapshooting back in Nebraska, and
Mike, taking part in her hobby became
somewhat hooked himself. At the
time Mike was also pursuing his other
hobby of spring car racing. Mike
traveled across the country racing his spring car, seemingly pulling it
everywhere, all of the time. But Mike enjoyed spending time with his kids,
and Andi's trapshooting was just too much fun. Andi is quite an E&8 )
accomplished trap shooter in her own right as well. So finding a place to shoot trap was high on Mike’s list of
priorities. A little research found our website and coupled with mapquest, Mike was on the way to breaking
targets in Texas.

ABILENE CLAY SPORTS

PROFILE

MEMBER OF THE MoanTH

The level of the club’s growth has really impressed
Mike.

One of the things that Mike would like to iy .
see is more promotion to the youth of There | was, standing there face to
Abilene. !
While at ACS, Mike has dabbled a little in
skeet and sporting to some degree, but finds himself back on the trap field most of the time. Although Mike
remains solidly impressed with the sporting clays program, Mike’s love is with trap, Mike has certainly done his
part to participate in our ever increasing trap program.
# $ " Mike shoots a

Browning Citori Trap Combo for trap, and reloads all of his cartridges. % &

! Mike plans to stay in Abilene as long as his business if on solid
ground. Let's hope that Mike’s dinosaurs don’t become extinct anytime soon!

face with a wooly mammoth!”
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2007 Upcoming Dates at Abilene Clay Sports

August 4"

August 8th

August 11"

August 12"

August 24" and 25"
September 8"
September 13"-16"
September 22"
September 29th
October 10th
October 13"
October 14™
October 20™
October 28"

Oct. 31°- Nov. 4"
November 25"
December 2™
December 12th
December 16"

Hunter Safety Course
Scheduled at ACS

Texas law requires every hunter (including out-of-state
hunters) born on or after Sept. 2, 1971, successfully
complete a Hunter Education Training Course. Abilene
Clay Sports will be hosting the required course on
August 26" from 1:00pm until 5:00pm at the
clubhouse. For more information, and to reserve your
spot in this class, call Steve Russell at 325.370.1870.
Minimum age of certification is 12 years of age,

NSCA Registered Sporting Clays

Board of Directors Meeting

Abilene Homebuilders Association Sporting Clays
ATA Registered Trap

Hendrick Home for Children Sporting Clays Classic
“Legends” Sporting Clays

TSCA State Shoot

ATA Registered Trap

Meals on Wheels Sporting Clays

Board of Directors Meeting

Leadman Challenge

NSCA Registered Sporting Clays

Ben Richey Sporting Clays

ATA Registered Trap

NSCA National Championships, San Antonio
ATA Registered Trap

NSCA Registered Sporting Clays

Annual Members Meeting

ATA Registered Trap

In the mid to late 1960’s, Winchester began franchising gun
clubs across the country as the clay target sport became
extremely popular in the United States. The Olin Corporation
even branded special logo cartridges for sales in the pro

shops. Shown above is an original publicity still from that
era. Note the logo that was used at the time. Elm Fork in
Dallas was an original Winchester Gun Club.




